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Gary LeMel, former president of Warner Brothers Film Music has passed away after a long battle with Lewy Body Dementia/Parkinson’s Disease. He was 80 years old.

Gary was born in London, England and ran for cover as the bombs fell during World War II. He was ten years old when he and his parents took the Queen Mary to the United States and settled in Tucson, Arizona. It was there that his legendary life in music began. 

As a bass player and singer, he toured the country with several prominent vocal groups of the time. In the early 1960s he decided to head out on his own as a solo artist and moved to Los Angeles where his unique voice could be heard. 

And heard, it was… After a year or two of working the L.A. clubs, Las Vegas and the Playboy Club circuit, he was spotted on the TV show “Playboy After Dark” by the head of Vee Jay Records and it was there that he recorded “The Gary LeMel Album”. However, as fate would have it, when Capitol Records passed on a British band called “The Beatles”, Vee Jay signed them and Gary’s album was lost in the company’s rush to break the first Beatles’ single to hit America.

Discouraged but not defeated, he accepted a job at a music publishing company. Gary’s winning combination of easygoing affability and professionalism quickly earned him the sterling reputation that remains to this day. 
Doors began to open; Gary was tapped to create the music division for First Artists, a production company started by Barbra Streisand, Sidney Poitier, Paul Newman, Steve McQueen and Dustin Hoffman. He supervised the music for the Streisand/Kris Kristofferson remake of “A Star Is Born,” whose soundtrack sold over 6 million copies.  

Next was a stint at Weintraub’s Management III, and then Neil Bogart’s Boardwalk Records as VP of A&R. 

Then, as Senior VP of Music at Columbia Pictures, Gary paired pop songs with movies in innovative ways for hits like “The Big Chill,” “Ghostbusters” and “Against All Odds.” 

This success led him to the presidency of the film music division at Warner Bros. Studios, where he spent 23 years. His many Warner Bros. projects included “The Bodyguard”, “City of Angels”, “Space Jam” and ”Batman Forever,” which earned many gold and platinum album awards.  Yet Gary still found time to record five albums of his own, singing music that he loved.

Gary rarely spoke about his achievements or his outreach to help others. But his philanthropic efforts brought him several honors, including City Of Hope’s Spirit of Life Vision Award, the USC Dickens Medal of Honor for his contribution to the Arts, and The Guild of Music Supervisors Legacy Award. 

Gary retired from Warner Bros. in 2009 but kept on singing, working with “Music Mends Minds,” an organization dedicated

to promoting the therapeutic effects of music for those with dementia and other neurocognitive disorders.  As part of the group “The 5th Dementia,” Gary sang regularly at special events in Los Angeles, up until the last few months of his life. 

Gary is survived by his wife of 47 years, Maddy, his daughters Tal, Tasha and Amber, and his grandson Elijah.  Details regarding a celebration of his life will be announced soon. 

Contributions in Gary’s memory can be made to 
Music Mends Minds
    www.musicmendsminds.org

